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Good evening Senator Bye, Representative Walker and members of the Appropriations 

Committee. 

 

My name is Thomas Hope and I am a registered voter in the town of Windham. I am here to 

testify on H.B. No. 5044 An Act Making Adjustments to State Expenditures for the Fiscal 

Year Ending June 30, 2017.  

I am opposed to any proposed cuts of 17 million dollars from Mental Health and Substance 

Abuse programs.  

 

The crucial services in my life are the following; 

1. United Services in Willimantic, including the Lighthouse Program and Vocational 

Services 

2. Renter’s Rebate program 

3. Energy Assistance 

 

United Services provides me with an expert psychiatrist and therapist. I’ve been mentally ill for 

close to thirty years. USI has never turned their back on me in thirty years.  

The Lighthouse Program provides social interaction with other members. There are meals for 

$2.00 or free for those who do chores. There are also trips in the community, an In-Shape 

Program with a Wellness Coach and Gym Membership. Other Lighthouse members provide 

growing and learning relationships and friendships. It's a safe place to test new things with other 

people and situations. 

Vocational Services has been crucial to the development of my part-time job at the clubhouse 

and they have given me steady support for the last six months. This removed a medical spend 

down from my life, a big financial relief.  

Renter’s Rebate gives support every year to my Eversource bill which adds up over the winter 

and year.  

Energy Assistance helps with electricity and a matching budget program which is affordable to 

me.  

 

This is a broad outline of the crucial services in my life. Any cuts in these services would be 

detrimental to my recovery and well-being. They keep my long-term mental illness more 

tolerable and abstinence from alcohol and drug abuse possible.  

 

I hope this testimony helps you to understand the quality services that help me and many others. 

I speak for many others in addition to myself in standing up for our rights. This is who I am and 

what I am about. We are important people and we should be treated that way. We deal with 

plenty of prejudice and stigma. Please don’t be guilty of that yourselves.  

 

Thank you for your attention to this testimony and these important points.  

 

Sincerely, 

Thomas Hope 

Advocate of Keep the Promise Coalition 


